
Forma&ve	Assessment	Strategies		
for	the	Student-Centered	Classroom	

Forma&ve	assessment	is	an	essen&al	element	of	student-centered	classrooms.		
	

Teachers	who	use	forma&ve	assessment	techniques	can	iden&fy	students’	current	
levels,	differen&ate	their	instruc&on,	and	help	all	students	achieve	standards-

based	learning	outcomes.		
	

During	this	presenta.on,	par.cipants	will:	

•  discuss	the	concept	of	forma&ve	assessment	and	review	strategies	teachers	can	use	
to	check	for	understanding,	track	student	progress,	and	increase	student	learning		

•  reflect	on	your	own	teaching	prac&ces	and	gain	ideas	you	can	implement	
immediately	in	your	classrooms	
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Session	Overview	

•  Build	a	shared	understanding	of	assessment-related	terms	

•  Examine	the	forma&ve	assessment	cycle	

•  Discuss	four	principles	of	forma&ve	assessment	and	how	they	
can	be	applied	in	the	classroom:	

1.  Clear	learning	targets	
2.  Frequent	checks	for	understanding	
3.  Track	individual	student	progress	
4.  Differen&ate	instruc&on		



Assessment	
What	do	you	think	about	when	you	hear	the	word	



Assessment	is…	
•  all	of	the	methods	and	tools	that	

educators	use	to	measure	students’	
educa&onal	needs	and	learning	progress.	

•  NOT	only	tradi&onal	tests.		
•  both	forma&ve	and	summa&ve.		



Forma.ve	Assessment	

•  Takes	place	during	learning	
•  Primary	purpose	is	to	iden.fy	students’	

current	level	
•  Can	be	graded	or	ungraded	
•  Also	called	“assessment	FOR	learning”	

Photo by UmmAbdrahmaan @AllahuYasser! on Foter.com / CC BY-SA	

Summa.ve	Assessment	

•  Takes	place	aUer	learning	
•  Primary	purpose	is	to	determine	what	

students	have	learned	
•  Usually	used	to	give	a	grade	
•  Also	called	“assessment	OF	learning”	



Forma.ve		
Assessment	is…	

all	of	the	methods	and	tools	that	
educators	use	to	get	informa&on	about	
student	progress	and	help	them	learn.			



Examples	of	Forma.ve	Assessment	

Asking	comprehension	ques&ons	 Grammar	or	vocabulary	exercises	

Pair	and	group	work	 Dra^s	of	wri&ng	Student	presenta&ons	



What	ac&vi&es	do	you	use		
to	get	informa&on	about		

student	progress		
during	the	learning	process?	



	How	do	you	
decide	what	
to	teach?	

Student-centered	 Standards-based	

Recent	Trends	in	Educa.on	



Where	are	students	now?	
(Current	ability	levels)	

Where	are	students	going?	
(Expected	learning	outcomes)	

Forma.ve	Assessment	



Instruc&on	

Forma&ve		
Assessment	

Reflec&on	

Planning	

The	Forma.ve	
Assessment	Cycle	



Fitri’s	lesson	on	Compliments	
1.  Discussion	about	compliments	

2.  Brainstorm:	Items	you	could	

compliment	

3.  Example	compliments	

4.  Volunteer	dialogue	

5.  “Do	you	understand?”	
6.  Wrifen	exercise	

What	are	some	strengths	of	this	lesson?	What	are	some	weaknesses	of	this	lesson?	



Principle	1:		
Provide	Clear	Learning	Targets	

Competency	from	Indonesian	Curriculum:	

Compose	oral	and	wrifen	
texts	expressing	and	
responding	to	
compliments,	paying	
afen&on	to	social	
func&ons,	text	structure,	
correct	linguis&c	elements	
and	context.		
	

Learning	Targets:	

I	can	give	spoken	compliments.	
I	can	respond	orally	to	compliments.	
I	can	give	compliments	in	wri&ng.	
I	can	respond	to	compliments	in	wri&ng.	
I	can	explain	when	to	give	compliments	

in	different	social	contexts.	
I	can	iden&fy	the	linguis&c	elements	

used	in	compliments.	
	
	



Using	Clear	Learning	Targets	in	the	Classroom	

Lesson	Introduc.on	

Your	learning	
target	today	is:		

“I	can	give	spoken	
compliments.”	

Lesson	Ac.vi.es	
	

Focus	only	on	giving	
spoken	compliments.	
• Teacher	modeling	
• Guided	prac&ce	
•  Independent	prac&ce	
	

Lesson	Conclusion	

Did	you	meet	
today’s	learning	

target?	



Principle	2:		
Frequent	Checks	for	Understanding	

Comprehension	Ques.ons	
•  Students	show	their	
understanding	through	
their	response	

Hand	Signals	
•  Thumbs	up/down	
•  Number	of	fingers	

	



Principle	2:		
Frequent	Checks	for	Understanding	

Rapid	Response	
•  Every	student	shares	an	
answer	

Name	Cards	
•  All	students	need	to	be	
prepared	to	answer	



Principle	2:		
Frequent	Checks	for	Understanding	

Warm	up/Exit	Tickets	
•  At	the	beginning	or	end	
of	a	lesson,	students	
respond	to	a	ques&on	

Whiteboards	
•  Each	student	writes	answers	
on	a	white	board	and	shows	
it	to	the	teacher	

•  Try	making	your	own	white	
boards!	



What	strategies	do	you	use	to	check	
students’	understanding?	

Comprehension	
Ques&ons	

Rapid	Response	 Hand	
Signals	

Name	Cards	 Warm	up/Exit	Tickets	 Whiteboards	



Teacher	Modeling	

You’re	
wearing	

blue	shoes.	

Using	Frequent	Checks	for	Understanding	in	the	Classroom	

I	love	your	
shoes!	

Guided	Prac.ce		

What a ____ bike! 

Your bike is____. 

I like your ___ bike. 

Independent	prac.ce	
	Your	shirt	

is	very	
prefy.	

I	like	your	
neat	

handwri&ng.	

NOT	a	
compliment	

WEAK	
compliment	

STRONG	
compliment	



Principle	3:		
Track	Individual	Student	Progress	

Use	Checklists	Analyze	Student	Performance	



Tracking	Individual	Student	Progress	in	the	Classroom	

Guided	Prac&ce		

Independent	Prac&ce		



DIFFERENTIATION?	

What	is…	



Principle	4:		
Differen.ate	Instruc.on	

Advanced	Students:	
Extra	Challenge	

Struggling	Students:	
Extra	Support	



Differen.a.ng	Instruc.on	in	the	Classroom:		
Extra	Support	

Some	students	con&nue	prac&cing			
•  More	examples		
•  More	prac&ce	
•  More	feedback	

Fitri’s	next	lesson	



Differen.a.ng	Instruc.on	in	the	Classroom:	
Extra	Challenge	
Fitri’s	next	lesson	

Some	students	plan	a	community	service	project	
• Write	compliments	on	s&cky	notes	and	place	them	around	the	school	
• Con&nued	self-directed	prac&ce	



Summary:		
Principles	of	Forma.ve	Assessment	

1.  Clear	Learning	Targets	

2.  Frequent	Checks	for	Understanding	

3.  Track	Individual	Student	Progress	

4.  Differen&ate	Instruc&on	



What	idea		
(or	ideas)		
from	this	
webinar		

will	you	try		
in	your	

classroom?	
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Thank	you!	



Reflec&on	and	Discussion	Ques&ons	

1.  What	forma&ve	assessment	approaches	have	been	successful	where	
you	teach?		

2.  Do	you	share	learning	targets	(goals)	with	students?	Why	or	why	not?	

3.  Which	approaches	from	today’s	webinar	(tracking	checklists,	&ps	for	
defining	learning	targets,	understanding	checks	like	name	cards,	
whiteboards,	or	hand	gestures,	etc.)	might	you	use	or	adapt	in	your	
classes?	


